Incidence and Significance of Tuberculosis

Standardized Deatb'rafes per Million from Tuberculosis during Decennial and
Quinquennial Periods, 1851-193$

(Registrars-General Statistical Review} 1936}

Period
	Tuberculosis (all forms)
	Tuberculosis (respiratory system)

1851-1860
	3,473
	2,772

1861-1870
	3,263
	2,590

1871-1880
	2,882
	2,231

1881-1890
	2,444
	1,810

1891-1900
	2,021
	1,418

1901-1905
	1,739
	1,208

1906-1910
	1,556
	1,082

1911-1915
	1,389
	1,005

1916-1920
	1,359
	1,009

1921-1925
	1,065
	815

1926-1930
	922
	721

I93I-I935
	782
	620

1935
	687
	552

1936
	657
	5^5

1937
	657
	523

A study of the above figures reveals three facts of interest.
From the latter half of last century up to the outbreak of war in
1914 there had been a progressive decline in the death/rate from
tuberculosis. This decline may be attributed in some measure
to increased specific protection, but the main factor regarded as
responsible has been the improvement in the sanitary and hygienic
standard of living which followed the efforts at public health
reform which were a feature of the latter part of last century, and
which found expression in the Public Health Act of 1875.
Koch held the view that part of this decline in the death/rate
from tuberculosis was the result of the removal from their homes
of advanced cases of tuberculosis to Poor Law institutions.
During the war years there was a check in the decline and an
increase in the death/rate from pulmonary tuberculosis, but from
the year 1921 the decrease has become more marked than at any
other previous period of similar duration. This sharp decline is
due not only to a continual improvement in the general standard